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Thursday February 25th, I went to Boltow 
when- I entered the room he 
^ he awoke, he gave 
emotion and great 
how glad I am 
■you‘ and" T 
meeting on 
in out Father’s housa 



to see Mr. Hopper; 
was in a doze, but as soon 
me his hand, and with sensible 
affection said, “O my dear friend, 

to see you. — Providence has sent you 

have often niiet ; and this will be our last 
earth — But we shall meet 
above.” 

He then desired his niece to bring him his owa 
drawer— which she did. He took from thence several 

pa|«rs, and after looking at them for some time, he 
said, “ I commit these papers to you : here is” an 
account of ray poor, insignificant life and labours— and 
a sermon I preached' on the only foundation God has 
laid in Zion, for poor sinpers to build their hopes of 
salvation upon. On this foundation all my hopes 
arc founded note — it does support met I have not 
a doubt, no not the shadow of a doubt : and as for 

the Enemy I know not what is become of him I 

have neither seen him, nor heard of him for some 
time— I think he has quit the field.” He then put the> 
papers into my hand, and said, “ If you think they 
vyill be any use to the^church and the world, take 
them, make them your own, revise, make what al- 

ations you please, and send them fenh in the name; 
»r the Lord.” 
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I once thought of publishing this Memoir U the 
Appendix to the METHoom' Memorial (which is 
now in the press;) but on mature consideration 
I conceived that as Mr. Hopper was universally re- 
spected by a large body of people in the^ religious 
world, it ‘ would be more acceptable, within the 
Teach of the bulk of that people, and consequently of 
more general use, if published in a small pamphlet. I 
once also purposed to have published it in a different dfcss^i 
but this likew ise I declined, presuming that it would be 
more pleasing to many of his friends to have it in his 
cwn language* All the liberty therefore which I have 
taken, has been to omit part of the M. S. and in a 
few instances to change a word for one more proper. 






Manchester 
March I5th. 1802. 
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CHARLES ATMORE. 



P. S. The first part of this Memoir was published 
in the Methodist Magazine for the year 1781; but 
^fter an elapse of t’wenty~one yearly that Magazine at 
present, is in the hands of but very few of Mr. Hop- 
per’s mpneruus friends. 





A Brief Memoir 



MR. CHRISTOPHER HOPPER 



I Was born at Loxv-Coalburnei In the parldi ol Hyt6rt\ 
in the county of Durhamy on the 25th of December 
t722. Moses Hopper y my Father, was a farmer; my 
Mother, whose name was was Daughter to George 
Barkissy farmer, in the same county. They were both 
of good repute, and much attached to the Church of 
England ; but strangers to vital religion, ' 

My Mother had nine children, six sons and'three" 
daughters,^ of whom I was the youngest; When I was' 
about five years old, I was sent to school to one Mr. 
JiidersoHy* a man t)f piety and good understanding; who 
taught those under his care, not only the branches of learn- 
ing he professed, but the fear of God and the first principles 
ofreligidb. He catechised us twice every week, and made 
us attend the C hurch evc?ry Lord’s -day, and all holy- 
days appointed for publick service.. After I had learned 
to read, write, and understand a little of the Mathe-^^ 
matics, I lost my beloved Master, who made a most aw-* 
ful exit. He had been, as I thought, more devout one 
week than common. The Sabbath followings he re-‘ 
ceived the Sacrament at Bpion Church; some days after, 
a few Gentlemen with fair words persuaded him to play* 
a civil game at cards ; but afterwards he fell into great* 
distress of ihind, and could not properly attend his school, 
whiek was often left to the care of his eldest son and 





ciuced me to a mere skeleton. Mrr Foster, an eminent 

Apothecary, who attended me, pronounced me incur- 
able. 

This alarmed me, and filled my heart with slavish 
fear. I judged it was high time to prepare for a future 
state ; and according to the light I had, begun the busi- 
Jiess without delay. 1 read my bible with much plea- 
sure, prayer, and attention ; the more I read it, the more 
I loved it. Many verses, and some favourite chapters 
which I understood best, made such a deep impression 
wpon me, that I soon had them by heart. The Practice af 
Piety, a Form of Prayers, and a Psalm-Book, were mjr 
library. I prayed and sung with fear, and some degree 
^ slight notions of my depraved nature, 

and the sin of unbelief; but clear views of my actual 
transgressions. I had been addicted to swear when I 
was put out of humour; and to lie when I could gain 
anjr thing by it, or cover or excuse a fault. I had been 
apt to pilfer among the children w’hen I could do it with 
a good grace. 

I was very proud, and prone to anger ; yea, of a 
cruel disposition. I took a diabolical pleasure in hang- 
ing dogs, worrying cats, and killing birds and insects, 
mangling and cutting them to pieces. One instance of 
my inhumanity I perfectly remember to this day. One 
evening as I was returning from school, with some of 
my friendly associates, we found a great number of frogs 
collected together in a marshy place : we proclaimed war 
against them : we armed ourselves with stones, and with 
all the fury of little fiends, murdered the poor, innocent, 
defenceless creatures. We then left the field in great 







triumph. But God soon requited rac. That night I 
dreamt I fell into a deep place full of frogs, and they 
seized on me from head to foot, and begun to eat the 
flesh olF my bones. I was in great terror, and. found 
exquisite pain until I awoke, sweating, and trembling, 
and half dead with fear. 

About this time my dear Father died of a Consumption : 
I hope a true penitent. He was interred at Bj/tmi church, 
with great solemnity, among his ancestors. I was then 
left to the care of my indulgent Mother and Brethren. 
Soon after my Father’s death, my eldest Brother married, 
and they divided my Father^s farm, and the goods and 
chattels he left, amongst them ; but I was neglected 
and overlooked like one that did not belong to the 
family ; but this did not give me the least concern. My 
disorder still continued, with my convictions. I prayed, 
wept, and looked towards the Hill of Sion. I found 
comfort, and a good hope through grace. I waited every 
day for my final dissolution, and longed to be with 
Christ. I loved Gcd, the Redeemer, and all mankind. 
I was happy. After some time it pleased God to re- 
store me to perfect health, beyond all human expectation^ 
After my recovery, my mind was quickly drawn after 
the worid again. I saw transitory objects in another 
point of view, than I had done during the time of my 
illness. My love to God and religion, and my desires 
after another world, soon grew very cold. I quenched 
the holy Spirit, who departed and left me again to the 
folly of my own heart. 

As I was the youngest child of the family, and had 
nothing left me, I judged it would be proper to think 
of some business to procure bread. And my Mother and 
Brother being willing to put me to the grammar-schooly 
and give me a good educatiaiij I accepted the offer, and 
concluded it was the best thing I could do : but in the 
interim, one .Mr. Armstrongs a shopkeeper, wanted a 
boy, and sent for me. I embraced the opportunity, and 
prepared to go without delay. I thpught I should escape 
the wearisome task of study, having nothing to do but 



to improye the learning 1 had already, to qualify me for 
a merchant's apprentice. - My Mother accompanied me 
to Mr. Arm$tv0ig*Sy put me in possession of my new 
, place. I went with great pleasure; and met with a 
kind reception. After I had been some time on trial, I 
was' to be bound by indenture for seven years. This put 
my youthful, mind into a new chain of reasoning. I 
thought I would never be bound to stand so long behind 
a counter; therefore in spite of all persuasion,, I left my 
place and returned home. . 

After this, a project entered into my head,, that I 
would be a Musician. I told my Brother. . He approv- 
ed of it, bought me a violin, and provided me a master. 
I begun with great as^siduiry, and concluded I had found 
the very thing that would make me happy. I played 
away all my convictions, lost my taste for spiritual 
' things, .and banished all thoughts of a future world.^ I 
now anployed myself in doing some little things in the 
bouse and about the farm ; and ail the tin^e I had to spare, 
I spent in playing, singing, dancing, fishing, fowling, 
and whatever came next to my hand. I was then be- 
tween fifteen and sixteen years of age, arid begun to 
think of some employment whereby I might have money 
to support my foolish desires. My Brother kept waggon, 
horses. When the waggon-ways were first framed be- 
tween the new coal-mines and the river Tyne^ the farm- 
ers were Under an obligation to their landlords to employ 
' a certain number of hordes for that purpose. I was a 
Strong,, active young man, and thought I could manage 
a waggon very well. My Brother was willing I should 
make the tria4 and gave me a proper horse for that ser- 
vice. I: soon made a great proficiency in this, slavish,, 
and dangerous occupation ; "and 1 was hugely pleased 
with my. new department. Novchy pleases, whether 
the man sits on a throne or z dunghiU. I frequently boast- 
ed of my strength, agility, and skill In this sphere of 
action, and thought I was arrived at the summit of my 
preferment :T found it a singular pleasure in whatever 
company- 1 vyas, tq talk et feeding and guiding ^aggon^ 
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korses, ofwaggens .and w.aggon-ways, 

;Lc of coalfr and concluded I only wan ted a h^e 
money to make roe a Fitter^ or a London^Crimp. My 
vain mind was as much taken up with ’ L 

the Mathematicians with their abst^se S«cnce or^he 
Philoscphers with the Wonders of Nature. I foU^ed 

this bZiatm and the waa 

about five years. During this period of y * „ 
given up to folly. I greedily pursued, according to my 

fbilityV all the pleasures of the world. ^ _ 

and days together in hunting,, cocking^ card-play g, 
Lrse-rLs, Ir whatever the DevU bright to 
country. 'And, O grief of heart ! 

Mechanics, and Peasants, made up J^oorowd . ^ _ 

the enjoyment of these PO°r toys, I had .many 
checks, and sorrowful moments. The universe jlPP^ 
edas a vault, wherein true comfort was entombed ? an# 
the Sun himself as a lamp to shew the gloomy 
a guilty mind. I often Said in my cool intervals. Hath 

the great God of Love provided t 

these for his reasonable creatures ? Now at this time I 
was my own master, and lived without eontrol. 1 r 

lowed my former pleasures, but with a 

I found Satan’s service perfect drudgery, and all cart j 

In this dull, melancholy round, I dragged on for some 
time, without any real comfort or solid satisfaction. 1 
was not happy, yet I believed there was something that 
' could make me so, but I knew not what it «^as» 
to find It. Sometimes I reflected on what I felt in my 

affliction, when I was a youth; * 

dream. I was frequently in great and imminent danger. 

But through the interposition of a 

dence, I escaped ten thousand snares and deaths, by n g 

and day, at home and abroad. One evening 

lar, two of my companions and 1 were riding home in 

a waggon very jovially, and as we 

a very high battery, the horse started suddenly to one 
side, and snatched the waggon from the planks , im- 
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mediately It overset, and turned over and over to tfie 

^ttom of the hill. The trembling spectators who be. 

heM this awful event, concluded with shrieks and crfes,. 

They are all killed; their bones are broken in a 

thousand pieces.” But to their great astonishment, 

and our unspeakable comfort, we were very little hurt.. 

i\fter I had recovered my reason, and' found I was a. 

live and out of hell, my stubborn heart yielded to my 

a mig ty Deliverer. I feared his great name, wept for 

joy, and was overwhelmed with grief for my folly. 

Jhis deliverance wrought a deep conviction in my heart. 

1 he true light shined on my dark soul, and God laid ms 

in the dust. I only wanted a spiritual Guide to shew 

me the way, but alasl I could not find him in the 
country. 

In May 1742, we heard a strange report of one Wesley. 
a Cburch Clergyman that had been at Nexvcastle-upon- 
and had preached in Sandgate to many thousands, 
Who heard him with astonishment. This new thine 
ma e a huge noise.^ The populace entertained various 
conjectures about him j but few, if any, could tell the 
motive on which he came, or the end he had ifi view. 

e made a short blaze, soon disappeared, and left us in 
a great consternation. Some time after, his Brother 
CAar/« came and preached at Tanfield-Cross. 1 ran with 
tne multitude to hear this strange Preacher. When I 
*awa man in a Clergyman’s habit, preaching at a public 
ross to a large auditory, some gaping, some laughing, 

wu I wondered what this could mean. 

When he had concluded, some said, He is a good man, 
and is sent to reform our land : others said, nay. He 
i^s come to prevert and deceive us, and we ought to stone 
coasts. I said, if he is a good man, good 
will be done, and it is plain we want a reformation ; 

^ ^ 3n impostor, he can only leave us as he found 

us ; that IS, tt’ifhout hope and without God in the world. 

I cannot fell what induced me to go so far, but I found 
J was in danger of being called a .Methodist, and was 
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tlad to dismiss the conversation with a smile, and a 
piece of drollery. 

* In November, Mr. JVesley returned to Newcastle, 
formed a religious Society, and laid the foundation 
of the Orphan-house. At the same time he visi^d 
Tanfield- Leigh' Wickham, Sxvalwelt, and Horseley. His 
name was then well known in town and country. 

All rhoulhs were filled with Wesley and his followers ; 
some for, and many against them. I knew very little 
of the matter, but thought it was most prudent to join 
the general voice against this «ety way. 

The spring following, 174.^, John Brown, a plam 
farmer, removed from Tanjield- Leigh to the Low-Spenn, 
and invited Mr. Wesley to his house. I then heard oc- 
casionally those Preachers, who I thought could tell 
their story well, without stammering ; but still found 
much fault with (his strange method of proceeding. 
At this time there was a great clamour about religion, 
among ail Sects and Parties, and I made a bustle a- 
mong the rest. I said, I will read my Bible, say my 
Prayers, go to my own Parish-Church, reform my Tile, 
and be good and pious, without the scandal of the 
Cross. Alas! I did not consider, “No Cross, no 
Crown.” 

I hobbled on in this lame, ignorant manner, till at 
last 1 became deeply serious. I saw there was mor6 
in Religion than I enjoyed or understood. ^ I saw that 
God had been sUiving with me from my infant-days. 
I looked back with astonishment on his loud calls, 
compassionate helps, tender mercies, and great deli- 
verances. He had raised me from the gates of death, 
when all human help failed, he had saved me from 
perils and dangers by night and by day. He had rich- 
ly provided for me, when I w'as left to myself very 
young. A sight of these favours raised in my cold 

• heart sortie sensations of gratitude to my bountiful bene- 
factor. I said in my heart. Shall 1 ftill trifle with 
the almighty God of heaven and earth Shall I^fly in 
the face of my infinite Creator ? Shall I play with e- 
teriuil things ? Will God always strive with the chil. 
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dr€n of men ? My few days are passing away like a 
shadow : pale Death is approaching ; the Judge is 
standing at the door; Eternity, eternity, is come! 
Alas! I am not ready. I am in my sins — unholy, un- 
happy, and therefore not prepared to die. 

I will now cry to God for mercy. — He willetli^not 
the death of a sinner. It it his pleasure to save me 
from sin and the punishment due to it. He waits to 
be gracious, that bis great name may be exalted. He 
is good to all, and his mercy is oyer all his works. I 
am a monument of his sparing goodness, I will there- 
fore look lip and hope in his word. Behold, this is 
the accepted time ; behold, this is the day of salvation. 
God hath sent his Servants to shew poor sinners the 
way of life. I was then determined to hear and judge 
for myself. God had now prepared my heart for the 
reception of the truth. I said, I will no longer be led by 
the laughing multitude, nor be deluded with the noise 
of vain tongues. 

The Sabbath-day following, Mr. Becces preached at 
the Loxu-Spefin^ at one o’clock in the afternoon. I heard 
iim with great attention, but found a veil on my hearts 
I did not clearly see God’s method ofjustifyinga guilty 
linner, through faith in the blood of his Son. 

In the evening he preached again on these words, 
Jiid now abideth faith^ hope, and lovt, these three, but tl^ 
greatest of these is love. In his plain, pathetic manner 
he gave us a definition of these principal graces, with 
their inseparable concomitants, and shewed the unspeak- 
able happiness of all those who had a saving /aiVA, a 
good hope, and. the love of God. The word came home 
to my heart with energy. The veil was removed. 
The true light shined upon me, and I said, Alas, I am 
undone ! It these things are true, and doubtless they 
are, I have only the faith of a devil, the hope of a 
hypocrite, and the love of this present evil world. My 
mouth was stoped.— I stood guilty before God.— My 
discovered to me the blessed plan of man’s redempliony 
through the blood of a crucified Saviour. 1 saw God 
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had fulfilled his great original promise. He sent his 
Son to save sinners, the chief of sinners. He lived, 
suffered, and died for a lost World. He tasted death 
Jor every man^ He gave himself a ransom for alL I said 
in my trouble, the good Shepherd came from' heaven 
to earth, to seek and save that which was lost^ to bring 
again that which %vas driven away^ to hind up that which 
was broken^ and to strengthen that which was sick. But I 
am lost, I am driven to the mouth of hell, ready to 
drop into the flames; I am broken to pieces; I am sick 
of sin, sick of myself, and sick of a vain world : I will 
therefore look unto the Lord; my God will^iear me. 
He hath died for me, I shall, yea, doubtless, I shall 
obtain mercy after all I have done. The God of truth 
hath promised mercy ; the Son of his Lore hath procured 
mercy; the Spirit (jf Truth is ready to reveal mercy ; and 
the Messengers of Peace are come to proclaim mercy^ 
free mercy ^ to every perishing sinner, through the blood 
of the everlasting Covenant ! I said, I ca», I will^ 1 do 
believe in the only true God, and in J^sus Christ 
whom he hath sent. I am freely justified. I am saved 
through faith in the blood of the Lamb. God is now 
my God in Christ. The love of God is shed abroad in 
my heart, by 'the Holy Ghost given unto me. The 
S pirit of Bondage is gone. The Spirit of Adoption is 
come. I can now cry, Abba, Father. The same 
S|)irit beareth witness with my Spirit, that lam a Child 
of God, No enmity — No wrath — No curse — No 
condemnation — The ruined sinner is saved. I then 
found a glorious and undeniable change. God, Christ,- 
Angels, Men, Heaven, Earth, and the whole Crea- 
tion appeared to me in a new light, and stood relat- 
*ed to me in a manner I never knew before. I 
found love to my God, to his yoke, to his cross, to 
has saints, and to his friends and enemies. I said> 
This is Bible Religion, scriptural Christianity, let men 
call it what they please : a Delusion, Enthusiasm, 
Methodism, or Mahometanism, that is nothing to me : 
hard names do not change the nature of the thing, f 

a 
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then went on my way rejoicing; a wonder (o -my 
.Father's fg^mily; (o ali that knew me; and to mysrelf. 
-All my idols fell fo the ground, before the ark of God. 
I found a perfect hatred to sin, and a complete victory 
over if. 

The whole tenor of my life and conversation was 
Hew, Free grace ^ infinite mercy ^ boundless lo^e^ made^ 
tthe change. My heart, my tongue, my" hands, wero 
HOW, in myJIttle way, employed for my loving God. 
•I was no longer of the world, therefore the world be- 
; gan immediately to hate me.— Some said, ah ! what 
think you! Christopher ^Ifopjjer h converted! Others 
said, He hath received the Holy Ghost ! Others said. 
He is mad, Jceep far from him, come not near his 
^habkatipn. Some of a more compassionate turn, pitied 
.me: but all .agreed I bad renouinPed my Baptism, left 
the Church, and was in a dangerous situation. 

Soon after, ^Mr. Wesley c^me to Low-Spenn^ formed a 
liffle Societj'^, and made me a Leader, to help and 
vWatch over them. F was but a novice, a young raw 
disciple, unskilled in (he -Word of Righteousness : but 
failh in Christ, and the love of God in my heart, over- 
came all the powers of darkness?. I found unspeakable 
•pleasure in doing and suffering the w^ill of God. I la- 
jbdured diligently witfi rny hands : I owed no man 
any thing: il;had enough for myself, anM a little to 
spare ilbr others. J attended four or five meetings 
eVery week: .w'e prayed, sung psalms and hymns, 
read the ^Bible, and exhorted one another to fear alid 
love God. \The pov^ er of the Lord w^ present to 
heal ; he owneddiis own work, and gavp us prosperity. 
Many of my old companions were awakened; also my 
poor o]clMother,^ieofmy Sisters, and oneof my Brothers, 
vyho had been a champion in the devil’s cause, buf has 
been an ornament tovieligion from that time to this day.*. 
The fire now kindled and the flame spread,! had one in- 
vitation* after another, to TJigh-Spenn^ Barlow^ Wpodr 
^de^ Predhoe^ Nexotands^ BlanchlaifitPurharn, Sunderland, . 
and many other places. ■ '' • ' ‘ \ * 
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* He died ia the Lord a few years a^. 

1 

^ - ■ : — 



I 



V 15 

As ye!, I had not examined my Call to preacfi the 
(Sospe!, nor considered the coOvSequences of such ao 
underlaking. I was sweetly carried on with a strong, 
prevailing influence, and a lov^ing desire to promote 
the glory of God. I saw the world dead in tres- 
passes and sins, void of lights holir^ess, and happiness,' 

I therefore thirsted after their salvation, and thought 
it my duty to promote it. God blessed his word. Sinners 
were turned from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan to God. But‘the* devil was highly displeased}, 
he saw his kingdom was in danger, and immediately 
proclaimed war against me.^ 

I met with great persecution, many discouragements, 
and much opposition, in every place. Men of all ranks 
used their power and influence, to stop this blessed work 
pf Qod, They spoke all manner of evil against th« 
Worky and the Instruments employed therein. .They 
dispensed with two or three awakened Clergymen, toler- 
ably well. These were regularly ordained. Men of 
Learning, Gentlemen, and Divines ; but to see a Plow- 
man, or an honest Mechanic ^tand up to preach the Gos- 
pel, it was insufferable. . Hell was moved from beneath ; 
aoouncil. was called; the edict came fdrth, and war 
commenced! \ , 

: Laymen ahd Ecclesiastics Joined heart and hand, to 
suppress these pestilent Fellows: not with acts of kind. - 
ness, scripture, or reason : but invectives and lies, dirt, 
rotten eggs, brick-bats, stones, and Cudgels : these were 
Satan^s arguments in vindication of his own cause. It 
was the common cry in town and country, Press them 
for soldiers send them on board a man of war ; trans- 
port them ; beat them ; stone then> ; send them to 
prison, or knock out their brains, and dispatch them at 
once, ^^for tkere is ?to laxv for 



♦ This was a great mistake. There was law for us ; but we could 
not find a Magistrate who bad courage or honesty enough to put it in 
force. 
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^ Several of my fellow- suffers had shared honest John 
jj Nelson's fate already, and I expected to be the next : 

I they had their eyes on me : they daily pursued me as 

I iaul did David: they waited for an opportunity to seize 

ii ©n the prey, but the hand of the Lord was with me, so I 

j| escaped!^ He delivered me by various /means, at 

sundry times, and often in a very remarkable man. 
ner. 

Once in particular, as I was preaching at Wickham y to 
a quiet, ^attentive congregation, the Constable came 
with his attendants^ to apprehend me ; they guarded the 
door, and stood with fierce impatience to seize me* 
When 1 had concluded, I stepped down, went through 
the midst of them, was conveyed through a window, and 
went quietly home, leaving the peace-officer and his 
gentlemen, to end the dispute with loud words, hard 
blows, and bloody faces ! 

When I first set out to do all the good I could, with- 
out fee or reward, I did not foresee this violent storm. 
I begun now to consider what latitude I was in, and 
whether it would not be a point of wisdom, to tack 
bout, and steer for some quiet harbour. 

There had been many things said and wrote against 
this New Way; especially, against those illiterate 
Preachers who-so exceedingly disturbed the world. I 
found some doubts concerning my Call to the Work, 
and almost wished they rhight be well grounded, 
that I mi^ht, with a good conscience, desist from 
preaching. 

I was therefore determined to examine myself, whether 
I had a right to preach or whether I bad rashly enter- 
ed into a work that did not belong to me. One evening 
1 went into a wood, bv the side of Darwent-WateVy much 
dejected. Clouds ancf darkness surrounded me, ;aud my 
spirit was troubled within me : I said, my enemies are 
too strong for me ; there are few on the Lord’s side, but 
myriads against him : what shall I do ? Alas ! My fa^ 
mtly is poor in Manassehy and I am the least in 7ny'Father'^ 
house. I ani^a wrm and no man^ O my God ! let me 
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enjoy this sweet solitude, and see my friends and com- 
panions no more ! Let me live as a hermit in this lonely 
desert, till my few days are ended; then shall my 
weary spirit be at rest. 

I did not want ease, wealth, or honour ; but to know, 
do,' and suffer the will of my Lord and Master. I 
thought, If I have made a mistake, God will forgive me, 
and I will take shame to myself : I will desist from 
preaching, and live and die a private Christian. But if 
God hath called me to publish the gospel of his dear Son, 

1 must bear a public testimony, and leave the event to 
him. 

In the midst of these reflectioHS, it occurred to my 
mind, what evidence is sufficient to satisfy me in this 
weighty matter ? 1 only want a rational, scriptural evi- 
dence. Let me then enquire with prayer and fasting, 
what reason have I to believe that 1 am called to preach 

the gospel ? ^ ^ 

1 . J 1 have heard and believed the gospel, and found it 
to be thepdwer of God to the salvation of my own soul : 
and I believe it to be the powerful means which God 
hath appointed to reclaim, and save lost- sinners. 2. + I 
believe all power is given to Jesus Christ in heaven and 
in earth, therefore he alone hath power and authority to 
call, qualify, and thrust, out Labourers into his own 
harvest. Hence I learn, that this power cannot be acquir- - 
ed by human art or learning, or § purchased with gold 
or silver. 3. ]| I believe, those who are called, and put 
into this work by hirtiy shall turn ^nners from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan to God. 4. I 
have a rational conviction * that God hath committed 
unto me the Word of Reconciliation: ;f I have this 
treasure in an earthen vessel, in a feeble, mortal Body ^ 
that the excellency of the. power may be of God,., and not 

B 8 ■ ' 

iRom. i. 16 + Mat. xxviii. 18. § Acts viii, £0. |[ Acts.'xxvi, 18, 

*2Cor. v.'8, Jiv. 
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of man, I find by daily experience, + tue are not suf^ 
fident of ourselves, to think any thing as of ourselves, but 
our sufficiency is of God. 5. According to this conviction, 
I have preached the gospel to sinners, dead in sin, and 
they have been awakened and converted to God. Chil- 
dren of the Devil are become children of God, and heirs 
of eternal life. 

Having considered these things, I concluded, my Call 
to preach the Gospel was consistent with scripture, 
reason, and experience. I was filled with joy: I said,, 
I have now the countenance of my God ; the hands 
of his dear Son,, the Bishop of my soul, laid upon me j 
the approbation of three Presbyters sent by him ; the 
prayers of his dear people ; the testimony ot a good cons- 
cience, and the pleasure of seeing Siorr prosper. I there- 
fore pray earnestly that God naay incline, persuade, 
and sweetly influence my heart, and open my 
mouth by his holy Spiritj to dispense the word of 
truth'to a world of perishing sinners. This I desire to 
do continually, in season and out pf season, according 
to the ability he hath given me,” My drooping spirit 
now revived, n The fear of men and devils departed from 
me, and I set out with double courage. I cruld say, 
■Jehovah is my. light and my salvation, •whom shall I fear ? 
Jehovah is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid ? 
Then the word of the Lord came unto me saying, Cr^ 
aloud and spare not,, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
ehew my people their transgressions, and the house of Jacoh 
their sins. My heart replied, Fo*- Sion’s sake I will not 
hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake, I wid not rest,, 
until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and 
the salvation thereof as a lamp that burndh. The Lord 
was with me night and day ; his threatnings passed ovec 
me his promises comforted me and bis precepts were 
. my delight, I could say,, 

To me, with thy dear Name is given,, 

Pardon, and holiness, and heaven. 

j 2 Co iii. 5 . 






1 

I 




/ 



/ 



In the year 1744> I taughi a school at Barlorv, In the 
parish of Byton. My time was employed six days in 
teaching the children under my care, the branches^ of 
learning I professed, and the first principles of Christi- 
anity. 

I spent every Sabbath, and all itiy vacant hours, in 
preaching, reading, praying, visiting the sick, and con- 
versing with all that Providence put in my way. God 
was with me, and blessed "my weak labours. Sinners 
were converted, believers multiplied, and my soul re- ^ 
joiced in God my Saviour. 

But Satan did not like this work : therefore he stirred 
up the Rector of Bytcr^ and his Curate, with those undef 
their influence, tb prevent me. They gave me first hard 
words, and then hard blows. 

In a little time I was summoned to appear in the* 
Spiritual Cburt at Durham^ to answer for my conduct. 

1 did not know what 1 had done. But was soon inform- 
ed, that I was impeached for teaching a school without 
iicence ^ and vvhat was still worse, for calling sitmers to 
repentance, and w^arning the wicked to flee from the 
wrath to come : [an offence that cannot be overlooked by 
men who know" not God!} but God raised me up friends, 
who stood by me, and defended my cause against all my 
adversaries. 

After this troublesome affair was ended, I raet with a 
trial of another kind. Before I was awakened, I wai 
deeply in love with one Jane Richardson, a farmer's 
daughter, and an agreeable young woman. She was my 
irst love : and had laid fast hold on my youthful heart. 
She had every accomplishment I ^vanted,, but religion f 
Alas ! She was unacq^uainted with God. This was a bar 
“ indeed I I found a desire to bi^eak off all correspondence 
with her ; but was afraid she could not bear it. 1 was 
greatly troubled, and prayed for divine dircctioh., God 
was pleased to hear, and grant my request. She was 
soon awakened, and found peace with God. All ob- 
jections being removed, on May th€2Bth, 17$5, we werct 
joined together in Byton Qmxh^ She was a loving wife> 
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Si faithful friend, and a very* agreeable companion. She 
made my joys and sorrows her own. We worshipped 
God in spirit and truth, and rejoiced in the Son of his 
love. 

The same evening I preached at the Low Sperm. The 
Lord was with us, and we praised his name together. 
We lived a few months with my wife's friends at the 
Snieals near Darwentj in a most loving, agreeable man- 
ner. Gcd made us of one heart and mind, and 
united our souls together, by one spirit, in humble 
love. 

In the year d746, I removed from Barloiv, to the 
Preaching -House at SheephilL 1 received the Preachers, 
and my other religious Friends, with much pleasure. 
My heart was open ; my door was open ; and my little 
table free for strangers. I gave up. my soul, body, and 
substance to my adorable Saviour, and grieved I had no 
more to give. 

I commonly preached, or met a Class every evening, 
after I had dismissed my scholars. I preached twice or 
thrice, and often four times every Sabbath-day. When 
I had a day or two to spare from my present vocation, I 
yished Newcastle, Sunderland, and many other 

Towns and Villages, ten, twenty, or thirty miles round. 
Herein I met with much opposition, and was frequently 
in great jeopardy. Indeed I did not much regard a little 
dirt, a few rotten eggs, the sound of a cow's horn, , the 
noise of bells, or a few snow balls in their season : but 

sometimes I was saluted with blow^s, stones, brick-bats 
and bludgeons. These I did not well like; they were 
not pleasing to flesh and blood. 

I sometimes lost a little skin, and once +a little blood, 
which was drawn from my forehead with a sharp stone. 
I wore a patch a few days, and was not ashamed : I glo- 
ried in the Cross. And when my small sufferings abound- 
ed for the sake of Christ, my comfort abounded much 

f It was at Sunderland, in the midst of an outrageous mob of 





more; I never was more happy in my own sool, or iporc 
blessed in my labours. 

The latter end of July, 1747, I had a Call to visit 
Cornwoodj and met with a kind reception. I preached* 
several times among the people called Quakers ; I hope 
good was done. 

On my return, I bad an invitation to preach at Alien- 
dale-Town. A great congregation attended, who behav- 
ed wtH, and heard the word gladly. The latter end of 
December, I visited Allendale again. A glorious work 
broke out. The Lord stretched out his hand to save sin- 
ners. Mr. Toppings Minister of that place, used all his 
art, power, and influence, to stop it : but he could do 
nothing : his strength was perfect weakness against the 
Lord* . ~ ^ 

I went from town to town, and from house to house^ 
singing, praying, and preaching the word, and great 
multitudes followed Irom place to place, weeping and 
seeking him that was crucified. Great numbers were 
awakened, and found peace with God, through the 
Blood of the Lamb. I have frequently 'seen a whole 
congregation ' melted into te^s,- and * bowed down 
before tfie, l^rd, as the heart of one man: especi- 
ally once, when I was preaching in Mr. I/>we's old Barn, 
at Dod-Bankj the Lord manifested his great power. 
He wrought for the glory of his own Name, 
and I stood still, and looked on, with loving fear, 
and wonder. 

In the year 1748, I gave up my School at Sheephill^ 
and every thing that Was comfortable and convenient, 
and removed to Hindley-hUl^ in Alkndalc. I lodged with 
honest James Broadwood^ and was as one of his family. 
The presence of the Lord dwelt in his house, and we 
lived in peace and unity. I formed a Society at Hindley- 
hill^ another at Westallen; one at Alesdon, and one at 
Nmthead : the Lord was among them of a truth. I had 
now work enough, and God’s blessing on roy labour. 
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Iq the latter end of this year I visited Weardale. 
of the Brethren:attended me from Alkndale^ 

It was in a storm of snow that we crossed the Quag-- 
mires, and enormous Mountains^- When we came into 
the Dales, we met with a very cold reception; The 
Enemy had barricaded the place, and made his bulwarks 
strong. But the Lord made way for his truth*. He 
opened the heart of a poor Scotch shepherd to receive us 
into his^ little thatched cabin, where we lodged all night. 
The next duy I preached under the walls of an okl 
castle. A few children, and two or three old women 
attended, whb looked hard at us. When I had done, 
we followed them into their houses, and talked freely 
to them in their own language, about the kingdom of ^ 
God. They heard and obeyed the gospel. The next 
evening, 1 had a lai^e corigregatiOn who heard with 
Timch attention^ and received the wdrd gladly. Some- 
time after, I preached in private houses, ale-houses, 
‘coekrpits, dr wherever I could find a door open. The 
fife then-spread frofh h^art to heart, and God Was'glo- 
Wfied. • ^ - * - , ' 

This the ffeginhirlg df a^<^d work mWeardat^ 
which has continued, and increased to this day. 

The spring, following, in the year 1749, I' begun 
teaching a school, ne£*r liindie^UlL . But the work of 
God SO' increased m my hands, that I could not pro- 
perly attend it ; therefore, in the latter end of (he 
year, I gave it up, with all other secular employments^ 
and cast rnysetf on the bounty of my Lord and Master. 

My dittle substance soon failed, and I saw nothing 
before me but beggary, and great afflictions. Some- 
times I was carried above all earthly objects, ami had 
a comfortable view of the heavenly country. ' At other 
limes -I was much depressed, and could see nothing 
but poverty and distress. > 

I well remember, once on the top of a cold moun- 
tain, in a violent.storm of snow, when thercongealed 
flakes covered me with a white mantle^ Satan assaulted 
me, and pushed me hard to -return to my school, or 
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other -tiuslness to procure bread. '1 staggered 

through unbelief, and almost yielded to the Tempter.' 

But as the attack was sudden, so the battle was soon 
over. The Lord sent these words to my heart like 
lightning. W^en I sent you without purse ^ and scrips 
.and 'shoes j lacked ye any thing? And they said, nothings 
Zorrf, Luke xxii. 35. I answered with a loud voice,, 

Nothing, Lor^d, nothing, Lord:^^ -all ray doubts and 
fears vanished in a 'moment, and 1 went on my way 
-rejoicing ! 

'Constrained to cry by love divine, 

My God, thou art for ever mine 1 

>Since that time I have been richly supplied with all 
good things. This day I am fufl. d have all, 'and 
abound; praise God, and the Larrnb Tor ever ! 

* Tlie work now begun to spread in the Dales, Hex* 

' hamshzre, North-Tyne, and soon reaclred WMtehaven. 

And now God raised up many Preachers i men emi- 
nenttboth'for gifts and graces. Some of them continue 
local, and some are itinerant Preachers to this day. 
The latter end of the year^ 1749, I left ihe Dales, and 
the dear children God had given me. i rode to the 
Smeals, whereT parted with my dear wife and friends, ' 
with melting hearts and matiy tears. 

• In those days we had no provision made for Preacher^ s 
Wives, no Funds, no Stewards,' He that bad a staff,* 
?mighttake it, go without, or stay at home. 

I then set out fot Bristol. I called at Chester, Durham, 
'Stockton, Tkirsk, and Knaresborough, and found the LoreP 
in every place. I spent a few days at Leeds. Here 
God opened my mouth to speak his word, and I hope 
good was done. 

I preached at BirstaU, on the top of the hill, before 
the foundation of the Preaching-house was laid. Large 
edngregations attended, and the power of the Lord 

J From this Period, I shall only give a short Sketch oftay Travel*, 
and now and then mentigii a small Incident. 



was present to heal. I rode on to Halifax ami found 
their little Society at Skircoat-^Greeu. God gave us« 
ble^ising. I then rode to Bochdale and preached in the 
evening, at the widow Whittaker's^ to as many as the 
house could contain. They were turbulent enough, 
but we were not atrard ; for God was with us. Next 
day I rode io Manchester^ and preached that evening 
in a little garret by the river side.f The congregation 
multiplied every meeting. On the sabbath-day^ -the 
old place would not, contain them. The multitude 
was impatient to hear. The old wooden house shook 
under us, and put the congregation in confusion. 
Many trembled, and some b^ieved. The next 
evening they procured me a Baptist Meeting-house. 
The place was crowded. They heard with attention. 
Many were awakened, and joined themselves to se-ek 
and worship God. They imnpediately bought a piece 
of ground, and laid the tburtdation of their first Preach- 
iiS ingrhouse. . I rode, through Cheshire, joined a So- 
M ciely at Alphraham, and another at PooU It was an 
‘V humbling time among the opulent Farmers : The 

Murrain raging aniongst their cattle. They buried 
them in the open fields. Their graves were a solemn 
scene. The hand of - the Lord was on the land I 
visited the .suburbs of Chester. God begun a good work 
then, which has increased and continued to thi.s day. 
I preached at Birmingham, Evesham, Stroud, and Kings^ 
wood, and then rode to Bristol, where I spent a few 
days ; and I hope mot in vain. 

March 20, 1750, I set out with Mr. Wesley, for Ire* 
land. We crossed the New Passage into Wales, and 
reacbed Cardiff before night* 

21. We rode to Brecknock through heavy rain. Mr* 
Wesleys mare fell twice, and threw him over her head, 
but without any hurt to man or beast. 

22. We rode to Buiith. A congregation waited 
for Howell Harris, but he did not come at the time ap- 

f What haf God wrought in Manchester since that day ! The little 
one is become a thousand I 
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:pofnte<1'; so at their request, Mr. Wesley preached. 1 
fiien spoke a few words. It was a time oflove. The 
Welsh brethren rejoiced in the Lord. We then rode 
to Machynleih^ and then ‘to Dolgelly^ wet and weary e- 
nough. ' , . 

2\. We rode to DannabuU. It rained incessantly all 
tee way. Our horses-weie tired, and we tvere ready to 
taint, but God w'as our strength, and we rejoiced in . 
our little toil. 

25. We rode to Baldon- Ferry, fvfe-. Jetikin Morgan 
came to Ine water side, crossed over with us into the 
Isle of Angkaey^ and then conducted iis to his house, 
half-way between the Ferry and Holy-Head. 

Sunday 26, Mr Jf'enley preached at Hoiveli Thomas'^ 
in Trefolluin^^arhh. In the afternoon at William Frit- 
■eJiard’s. The people understood no English, but their | 
looks, sighs, and gestures shewed, God was speakinsr 
to their hearts ! ® 

We then went to lodge with one Mr. Holiday., an 
•Exciseman, who lived in a quiet, solitary place, 

where no human voice was heard, but those of the 
family. 

. VVednesday 29, We rode to Holy-Head, and sent 
back our horses withyo/ui/««e, who had travelled from 
Bri.'itol to the Head, with three shillings, air'd had one 
^ , ^nny left. About eleven o’clock we went on board; 

As soon as we sailed, we -had wind and rain enough 
without, and a violent storm in the ship. Mr. . 

ot CaenuoTdni'hire, a clums-y., hard-faced man, saluted | 
, us with a. volly ot ribaldry, obscenity, and bias: 

pnemy ; but God rj-topped hi-s mouth, aitd ‘he was con- 
founded. 

Tliursday :i0. We wrought on r way four leagues to- 
w-ards Ireland, but we w-ere driven back in the after- j 

noon to the mouth of the harbour. The wind theil | 

»fiified tw*o points, and we ventured out again ; hy i 

midnight we were got halLway over; but the wind j 

taming tml against us, and blowing hard, soon brought I 

f . j 
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.US back into the Bay again. ^ Mr. Wesley preached 
that evening on the history of Dives antlXazarus, to a. 
room full of men decked with gold and silver; but 
they were soon satisfied with it., and went away mur-, 
muring. After they were gone, we had a comfortabJe, 
meeting wUh a few plain Welchmen. 

Saturday , -Wc were determined to wait one 
.week longer, if (be wind did not serve before. Mr. 
Wesley preached in the evening. Captain\6V?^/VA, with 
his dear Gentlemen, made noise enough ; but our God 
delivered us, 

April 1, We, returned I9 Mr. lloliday^s^^ called at ' 
^'William FritchareVs^ then went to IJanerell Ymadd\ but 
/the sons of Belial would not suffer us to. enter the 
place. 

Thursday 5, Mr. Wesley preached near the town^, 
:to a few precious souls, who heard and* obeyed the 
.word.' ‘ _ ' 

Friday b', The wind canie fair,' so we i^de to Holy- 
i/tY/d;early in the morning, embarked vi^ith a fair wind, 
hpd in the evening landed ut Dyhiin. rl spent a few 
^dliys in that city, and I hope not in vain. \1 then visiu 
cd Pe-rt(irlingien^ Edinderry^ MoMHtni^llicky Tyrrehpasij 
. Athlone^ Birr^ and Aghrim^ and found the Lord was 
\vilh me in every .place. I had .great crosses, but 
greater comforts. .1 then r(>de to and spent a 

lew days there vvith uxuch sarif/action. - . ‘ 

July 22> 1 ejnbarked with ;Mr.;lf.Wic^ for England*- 
We sailed about ten in thc.morni.ng, and in-lhe -afler- 
/noon came to.an anclmr. 

Monday *23, We had a;vehenienl"^squan of wind, 
thunder, and lightning between the Welsh Sands, and 
fthe rocky shore of Lundy. Wc cried io the Lord 
in Qur Uouble, and he deUvered. us out of our dis«» 
tress. ^ 

Tiiesd^\24, The vvii>d ;.>vas contrary.* It blew a 
8t9rmt^^Th6, seas ran nKiuntaiiphigliF- *We were tos« 
Ved in V narrow_CbM of |i.b0a,k, rockji); ami 

sarrdsV^^ We prayed for help.; bur God heard, and 
brought us safe to P///. :> 



TSe next day I came (o Brislai, where T spent a few 
days with pleasure, and liien set out for Xetocast^e-upoH- 
l)jne. I visited the Societies in my wav, arid thev re- 
freshed me in the love of Jesus. ^ ^ 

I spent a few weeks at, and about Ketvcastle. My 
dear friends were glad to see me. VVe rejoiced' to- 
gether. I then set out lor biteltntc^^ where I had a 
good season. -The Lord crowned my weak labours with 
success.. , About the litter end of the year I left White'j^ 
. haven, rode to Coekefitiouth, then to Penrith^ and' the 
next day csrhe ’M Ilindley-fJiiL I took a fever in 
tny journey, but rode on to Newlands, where j took fnv 
bed. My dear wife mot me with joy, and gfjef. Slfe 

soon cafehed the disorder, arid’ we continued siek for 
mafiy week's. • 

^ We hxlged with Mr, Gedr^e Hunter, a friendly th’dit:' 
(>od richly provided aH things foV us. fie blessed us 
tn our sickness, and restored u.s to health’. ' Praised be 
Jns dear name forever! , - • 

Ip the. Sjhring, 17 5 1, I set out for Bristol.- I met- 
'^tth honest John Helmi at Leeds. We rode on together 
with some other preachers. We spoke freely to Sf 
that Providence pul in our way, and God blessed' our 
labours. vVe rode through heavy rains, and rabid 
tloods; -but the Lord pre.served both man- and beasr 
and brought us’tb our journey's eiid in peace, 

Monday, March ll, Qur Conference began df* 

. Bristol. The more we conversed, the more our love 
\ mcreased to God and one another. We kept to o.ur'^ 
'first Doctrines, and were of one heart and-’one mind. 

/ 1 then returned to Nexvcasile-upcm-Tum, visiting llfe‘ 

brethren in my way. I. preache<l every evciiincr at 
seven, .and every morning at five o’clock' and 
at noon-day; the common work ofa MethodistPreachef' 
Monday, April 2>, f set out with Mr. Weste^ for 
Scotland, We rode to Alnwick. Our friends received 
US' wi(h joy, W' (3 pr3.isGfl Cod' together. 

Wednesday 23, We rode to Bcra.ncb.' Mr.- WtrsTey,, 
pfo«ched at a young man’s funeraf wlio. liad .bebn .cutv 
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eSF suddenly. It was a solemn time. Many hearer 
lor eternity. 

Thursday 21 , We rode to 0/d Camiis^ through a 
Scotch fnist. W e rode past Pi'cston Fields saw the 
place of battle, and Colonel Gardincr-s house. Here 
that good man,; and brave soldier, fought and died for 
his King, and. Country. We then rode on to Mussel^ 
horongh^ .where Mr. preached in a large school, 

to a company of wise men, so called. 

Friday 26th, We rode bade to Berwick, I left, Mr. 
Wesley^ and the week following returned to Mussels 
iorough^ where I spent a few day*.. I preached night 
and morning, to a large congregation, who heard with 
great attention. This was the beginning of a good 
work in Scotland. Some years after, I preached at 
Editkburgb% Dunboi'^ Leitk^ Lhindee^ and Aberdeen- God 
blessed his w’ord, and raised up witnesses to tes- 
tify, that he hadr sent us to. the North Britons 
dso. 

Ind752, I set out with my wdfe for Whitehaven^ 
where I spent a few days wdth pleasure and profit to 
myself and others. We then embarked for Ireland^ 
and after a tedious voyage landed at Dublin. I spent 
a few weeks in that city, and then rode to Cork^ where 
I apent the winter with joy, and sorrow. We had^ 
warm work in that city for a long time 5 but the w ord 
oi ibe Lord prevailed,, and: silenced- the Enemy. 

* Jn the spring I returned to Dublin^ and met my wife 
'"a^nd’ friends,, who had just escaped the fire of a very 
hot persecution. This year I had many blessings and 
cross^Sf both by sea and land. 



141 praise my God with every breathy 
O ! let me die to see thy day ! 

Now snatch me from this life of death, 

OJ come my Saviour,'" come away.!' 

In the year 1753, I left Du!/lin and embarked for 
Kf^Jand. We headed at. Whiteharen. I first visiled-lhe 



Mies, then rode to Ne:vcas(le, ami the Lord was wllfr 
us^of a truth. 

In the \ear 175i, I embarked at North Shields foe 
iMudon. Maj ‘22, our Conference began. . It was a 

time of love. . . 

In june I embarked for I had a quick 

and pleasant passage. I jireached tq the ship’s com>- 
pany, who heard the word' with' joy.. I landed at 
Slnells, and then came to ih<i Orfhnit- Honsc, in Nevj- 
cunile-uport-Tyve, where we praised God and the Laml> 
with one heart and voice,- for mercies tve had re- 
ceived. - 

May 9,’ 1755^ O Conference began at Leeds, The 
fir.st qiie.stion was, Whether we ought lo separate from , 
the thurch id Fnglmid ? After ma4)y deep and serious 
conversations, we concluded that it was not expedited 
lor many reasons. . 

T then set out again for Nezvcasilc-npm-Lyne. As I 
was passing through Chapel'Tovjn^ 1 got a dreadful 
fall from my horse. My loot was much hurt, but all 
inv bones were preserved.- Glory be to God and the' 
Lamb! I r-ode with much pain to Nezvcciftle^ but en^ 
joyed great peace and a calm resignation to the divine 
will. This I belreve was a graciou.s-disjiensatton^. 
and was sent lo ijumble me, and prepare me -for a* 

■ greater trial. 

- August Ij, My dear wife took a fever, ' Sh^ had" 
great pain, and heavy affliction for about ten days,- 
together with many violeot temptations. But she eiv-- 
joyed j)erfect peace, and ’was fully resigned to the: 
will of her heavenly Fatheri Ai last she triumphed 
ever death, and without a doubr^ a sigii, or a-groan, 
breathed out her happy. sou! into the arms of her ador*- 
able Redeemer F ' 

' On the ‘28th, Mr. Massiot preached her funeral 
sermon to a very large congregation of true 'mourners.- 
Tlie same evening she w^as interred, amongst her an- 
cestors^ in church/- She an agreeable, af-- 

. feclionate. wife, a constant friend, and a pious, hum- 
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ble clinslian.. She Is now In paradise, and I am leJf- 
to mourn.. 

® may our heart and mind? 

Continually ascend, 

^ That haven of repose to find 
Where all our labours end ; 

Where all our grief'is o’er.. 

Our. sufferings and our pain: 

Who meet on that eternal shore 
Shall net'er part again. 

■ Pn July,' 1750,. I set out for. Bristol. Oar Confer- 
ence began August 20th, It w-as- a g- od season. 

September 14, I once more embarked lor Ireland;. 
with Mr. Muriin, Olivers, Gilbert^ a»d Massiht: on ihe 
19lh we were within sight of land, and being well 
satisfied.,with<a tedious and dangerous passage, we left, 
the ship, ancLg'ot into a fishing-boat, apd after rowing, 
ver-y hard. for. some hours, landed at Bobertson's Core^ 
about twenty miles from 0>7-k; We were poor stran- 
gers now in a strange land, among a people of a. 
strange language! There was not one Inn, or private 
house in the little village, that cxruld give. us a night’.s- 
lodging.. It was a gjoomy time.. The day was gone, 
and we stood: looking one at another, like a company of; 
'poor, prisoners. In these ci room stances God sent us- 
an honest farmer, who was a. papist^ and he took us 
home to his house in the country, and shewed us great 
- kindness. We lodged that night in the midst of? our 
enemies:, but the Lord suffered no man to hurt us. 
'J'lie next morning our kind host provided us horsc.s,. 
'and sent, a, servant to conduct us safe'to Cork. 

Here we met with a kind reception.. Our friends 
rejoiced. with xrs, and praised God for all our deliver- 
ances. 1 lodged with old Mr. Massiot, who kepb a 
.house too well provided for pilgrims. I spent a few 
days in that city, preached night and morning, arid* 
vJsited the brethren from house to house. I. hope g^di 
was...dona.-. 
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■ r then sot out for. Diihlin^ where I spent my whiter 
with pleasure and profit. 

The spring following I returned to Corkf where B 
♦pent about two monihs. I found much satisfaction, but 
not without temptations, rrnet'with reproaches, andb 
many cruel mockings, but found that spirit restin|P 
upon niCj w’hich gave'me victory over reproach andt 
shame.. ‘ ' 

I then rode- to Limerick, where I' spent a few w'eeks. 

I met with some severe trials in that city ; but God'de- 
livered me; I then set out for J)u!}Hn. I' found my 
body' and mind very , weak, yet not without many 
kind visits from my dear. Lord. 

In Autumn I took a sore fever. Doctor liuitu, that • 
venerable and wise Physician, attemded-me faithi- 
fully, without fee or reward'. He thougfit. my labours - 
under the sun were ended. I badi larewel to the world\ 
Twas kept in perfect peace, patient and resigned to 
the w'ill of my heavenly Father'. P had comfortable 
and clear views of petrndise, and a world oi happy/ 
spirits. When to all appearance -I was just on thc' 
brink of eternity, I fell into a sv.re«t rest, and dreamed 
I was dead, and saw all things prepared for mv funeral' 
and that my spirit was with- Christ, in a state of un- 
sspeakable happiness;- but was sent back again to c^ll‘ 
a few more sinners to repentance. 

• - r then awoke, my fever was gone,"", and from ihal 
moment I began to recover. Aly strength of body 
soon returned, and the Lord sent me forth with a fresli 
commission. _ • 

I laboured in hrland, tid July' 1758, and then em- 
barked for Iit/gland, with Air. Johnson, GrecHxxood and 
Gilbert, We had a fine gale, and soon landed at 
Purkgafe. L then rode to Bristol: Our Conference 

began Aug. 10. It was a good season, God crowned 
our naeeting with love and unanimity.. 

The latter end of September J arrived once moie- 
al. the Orphan-House yt'iihonLPilgrim-^treet-Gute, New-- 
eastle-upon-Tytie. Aly good old- friends were- glacpi 

to see me, and received me. as one raised from. th a* - 
dead.. 
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Tt) the latter end of of this yoar I hacl some thduglTls ' 
of changing my life again. 1 prayed for divine direc- 
tion, and took the advice of some of my dear friends^ 
,One who loved me, and wished me well, recommend- 
ed to me an agreeable person of a fair character, and 
on April 17> 1759, we were married ai Si. J?ulreio\~ 
^j\'tzvca6'tle’Upo7i~Tj/ne, God made his tace to shine up- 
on us and blessed us, and amply rew’arded me for all- 
my days of mourning. He doubly rcslored to me all - 
spiritual-and temporal blessings. This was a day of* 
prosperity, theretbre I thought it a day of great » 
danger. 

1 vs’as now favoured with an agreeable-, loving' com** 
panicn, a good Jiouse, a pleassnl situationj and ail - 
things to make life ea<^y and comfortable. I must con- - 
iess I fouoid a desire to settle, but not to leave my dear 
Master’s work, h began a little business^* and had' 
now a fair opportunity to step into the world : but my 
dear Lord would not suffer me. He shewed me that , 
his good work would bring me far jnore .gain in the 
end, than all the shops in Netucasile. So I set out for ? 
the. North, and preached at Flacei/j Mo^peih^ Jlnnick\ 
Bcrivicky Dundee y MiiSTidborougJby Ltiihy Aett? and Oldr ( 
AherdecuySLwd Beterheady and then returned to Keivcastk- 
the same w^ay. 

1* then set out.for the Conference, visited Canter-- - - 

hiry and Dovery returned to l^ndcuy and tlien rode 
back to Neiucastle* In all those journies I found 
the Lord w^as with me, _and gave his w'ord suc- 
cess. ' - . r 

In the year 17^60, I again visited Scotland. ,Thc- 
work of the Lord prospered in cur hands. Sinners were 
cx)nvcrted,-, mourners comforted, an. 1 saints built up in 
their most holy faith. We had now a fair prospect of a . 
great h'arvest in North-Britaifi^ tilLinen of corrupt minds 
stirred up the spirit of vain controversy ; we then spent 
our time and , strength about the meaning of words, in- 
stead of promoting the fear and love of Goch My souL. 
was troubled, and ray spirit grieved within me, to see." 
® many precious souls, turned out of the w^'jy of holiness- 
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ai’d- happiness, by noisy disputes, and foofish jangling.. 
:rhese men will blush in the last day who have done 
this great. evil.. Let me live with men of peacep who 
love God and the brethren, and enjoy the life of religion 
la their own souls. 



April 28, 1761., Mr. Weslei/ c&mt to Edhiburglh and- 
‘ the Lord' gave his word success. Sinners heard with 
attention^ arid the saints' rejoiced in God their Savi- 

■our. , , ' ■ 

‘ I visited Z)twdee,; and Aberdeen, returned to Edinburgh, 
and- from thence to Nevicastle-upm-Tyrw, where God 
blessed his own word. I then set out with Mr. Wesley 
and several of the brethren for Durham.^ Mr. l^esky 
preached in a green field, by the river side, to a very 
large auditory. One poor man was favoured with a 
store, and lost a little blood ; but in the general they 
behaved tolerably well. I preached, in the evening, 
.in. the same field, to a large congregation.. A. gentle^ 
man, ' so called, employed a base man to strip himseit 
naked, aiid swim through the river to disturb the hair- 
ers : but a good woman soon hissed him off the stage, so 
be was glad to retuxn by the way . he came, with much 
disr»race. Mr. John Greentuood,. informed me afterwards,: 
that the very gentleman who encouraged the poor wretch 
above mentioned,, was sometime after found drowned in 
the same river ! O God„ thy>dgmtvt/^- are unsearchMe, 
and thy ’ivays past finding, out ! 

In August I left N&xcastle, and set out with my wife 
for Lotuim. It was a disagreeable journey, but God 
blessed and preserved us from all evil. Sept. 1, Oar 
Conference began.. I'hencc we set out for Aeamv«e> 
npon-Tyne, where I spent my winter ! 

The latter end of July 1762, we left }iezvcastle, and. 
■ set out for Leeds. Aug. 9, our Conference began. J 
was stationed iu.that Circuit. In. July 17.G3, ^ 

for iMndon. Our Conference began and ended in io\c. 
I than set out for Scotland. 1 spent my winter m 
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aunoar, and Eerxvick. We lived in a lihift 
dar room at encompassed round with old 

^casi''’ta : but- we had a ^ood 

season,, many .poor sinners -were- converted to God. 

^ e saw the fruit of our labours and-rejoiced. My dear 
4£'t? . e^PenallK-Lady 

‘in nar T hat^ood old saint^ who is now wdlfi Jesus 
/i rk*^**®' all bis mercies J 

Gn Tiin^ 7^1*^ ^ labouring in Scotland. 

. ferdeen. We had a pfeasant and 'profitable journey. 

foundationW our Octagon L 
success. - Many precious 
Kit A ™ and added to the general assenv 

tn hSven First-born, which are 'enroll!^ 

out for Edinhiirgh, and rode to 
mom?n» Kinghoni, and the next 

*a«rvA to £dwt- ■ 

- 

In the year 1765, we laid the fOuiTdation ©f OurOc-- 
wgon, at Edtniurgh.- I met with much opposition, and 
{ t'^^^^ragements, but the Lord was on my side, 

fmro T' ^ all I could, gave all f could - 

three huudred pounds to - 
tarry on and complete that buildbv. ' : 

preached on the Foundation one Sabbath-day, to a 

power of the Lord was pre- 
nr^n^K rejoiced to see that day. 

GoLo^fh' Ford’s day on the- CalkmJJiU,' a hrge 

Golgotha a pace of a Scull ! ‘By preaching so often- 
he cold air to very large auditofibs, with otherdif- 
1 cullies and hard labours, I laid the foundation of a 
rery dangeroiKs disorder in rny bowels, %vhich-bafflcd all 
. e s ii of Physicians, and the virtue of medicine, for 
iiore than three years. But I -could say, - 



sickness blast, and death devour, 

If heaven will recompense our pains : 

^Perish the grass and/ade the flower, 

Since firm the word, of God remains. 

‘7n July I set out for Brgland.- I spent a few days at 
Newcastle upon Tyne^ and then rode to Manchester, Our 
Conference began the 20th of August, and ended the 
23d. God refreshed us. 1 visited the brethren, and 
then set out for. the North, 

In October, Mr. Alexander Coats died at the Orphan- 
House, in perfect peace. I saw him fall asleep in the 
.arms of~our adorable Saviour without a doubt. Fare- 
wel my brother fora season ! but we shall jneet again 
4o part.no more. 

In the year 1766, I laboured in Newcastle Circuity 
'but was very much Jndisposed. I was just worn out. 
My bodily strength failed, I was on the verge of eter-: 
nity. But blessed be God, Ifenjoyed great tranquillity 
•^fmind, and very good spirits. . - ^ . 

. Accepting my pain, ~ , ' 

I no longer complain, ‘ i 

J8ut wait till, at .last I the' haven obtain ; ' 

✓ * 

Till the storms are all o’er. 

And afflicted no more, 

•On a plank of the ^hip I escaj>e to the shore, * 

Feb« 20, That old saint, Henry Jackson, died full of 
love,'. being ninety>nine years and five months old. Let ■ 
me die his death ! • v * • 

Aug. 12, Our Conference began at Leeds, We en- 
joyed a solemn sense of the presence of God. ^We 
met, and parted iq love. I. then rode io^Neiccustle,j 
and spent a, feW;inontbs.iii that Circuit.' My disorder; 
continued, but I could say, ‘‘ When I am vyeak, then^ 
i am strong.’? .j • • ' ; * ; ' : j!; : . 

Jti July 1767, I set out fox London, God. was 
me, and gave me a will and power to preach his word. 
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-ftug.18, our Conference began. Dear Mr, JVhzfeJieldjini 
honest Howell Harrh attended^ Ail was love; all was 
harmonj : it was a Paitecost indeed ! 

In the beginning of Sept. 1768, I \efi Nezvcastie-upon-- 
Tyne^ and set out with' my wdfc for Birskd \n Yorhfdr^. 
*The Lord brought us to our journey’s end in peace. 

, We met with a heariy welcome. Our friends rejoiced 
with us, and w'e praised God together. 

, On Tuesday, Aug. I, 17t69, Our Conference began 
at Leeci;i. The Spirit of God rested u]>on u«, and made 
us of or^e mind and iudginent. 

In the latter end of July, 1770, T rode to London. 
Our Conference began August' the 7th. The Lord 
presided over us, and made-it a lime of love. I then 
set out for BirsUd^ where I had laboured two yeans 
with great'satisfaction, and I hope with some success. 

' Augi^t 26, 1 took ray leave of my dear Birdcd friends, 
and rode with my wife to Bradforth in Yorkshire. We 
met with a loving reception. 1 laboured this year with 
much comfort I hope good was done. 

In the year 1771, the Calvinists proclaimed open war 
against the Remonstrants. In August, several of them 
. met at our Conference in Brhiol^ but their strength 
failed. They could do norhing. For tTUth is -great, 
and will prevail. 

The two following years I laboured in Xewcadle 
Circuit, among my clear friends and countrymen, whom 
I Jove for the Truth’s sake. Great ihings'hath the 
Lord done In that part ofhis vineyaid. 

, In the year i774, 1 was appointed at the 7>m^/Con- 
ference for in'erpoo/ Circuit. 1 took n;iy leave of my 
dear Newcastle friends with much refuctancy, and set 
out with my wdfe for Lancashire. Sept. 26, we reached 
Bolton in the Nlooi's^ where we met with a friendly re- 
ceptron. We lodged wu‘th honest George Eskrik. The 
presence of the. Lord dwelt vvith ’ Vis, and vye-enjoyed 
great peace; j-n I . . ' . . ’ - ' 

In the year 1775, I removed to Liyerpool^ vyhere'I 
speinl a few months with pleasure, and profit I found 
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nipch love faotfe to the place and pe^ople. They bore 

with my bodily weakness, and refreshed me in the 
Lord, 

*77^> I Bolton, and set out for £ondon. 
Yur^Coiiference began the first Tuesday in August. The 
^out of a King was in the midst of us, and we praised 
tod together for all that he had done. I spent a few 
days in that great city ; preached the Word, visited a 

few dear Christian Friends, and then set out for Man- 
chester. 

November 7, I set o'ut once more for Ireland. The 
8th, I reached Conway; the 9th, IMy Head; the lotb, 
1 embarked, and after a dangerous passage, landed that 
evening in Dublin. I preached every evening at JPbod- 
^ snyet, to a large auditory, God blessed his word, and 
§ave me success. I visited a few poor Backsliders, who 
were glad to see the face of an old Friend. May God 
restore, them for Christ’s sake ! Monday the 24th, I 'em* 
barked for England.— 2 ^th, landed at the Head, and took 
the Stage to Conway. — 26th, I catae to Chester, and the 
28th to Manchester ; where my Wife and Friends receivod 

ine with great joy. We praised.God for trials and bles- 
sings. ' ( 

^ 3 *fcr end of July, 1777, T set out {ox Bristoi, 
visited the principal Societies in my way, and God 
gave me strength of body and peace of mind. Our 
Conference began the first Tuesday in August. We had 
a good season. Love to God and man crowned our 
meeting. I then rode to Memchester, and spent a few 
days with my old Friends. 1 published the Word of 
Salvation in Salford, on the Sabbath-day, to a large, con- 
Some of our mistaken Churchmen presented 
the Fire-Engine ; but their strength failed: they could 
do nothing. This vain attempt seemed to be the last 
enbrt^of a cbncjuered Enemj^. I then set out lor Brad- 
in Yorkshire, where I spent an agreeable year with 
r. Benson, and my dear Friends. 1 hope our weak la- 
bours were made a' blessing to many-, 

4 
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*iig. 18, our Conference began. Deaf Mr. ** 

bonest Howell Uarrh attended. Ail was love; all was 
barmonj : it was a Pentecost indeed ! 

In the beginning of Sept. 1768, I Mi Neivcastle^upon^ 
Tyne^ and set oat vvhh my wife for Birstal in Yorkshire. 
The Lord brought us to oiir journey^s end in peace! 

. We met with a hearly welcome. Our friends rejoiced 
with us, and w^e praised God together. ^ 

» Tuesday, Aug. I, 17^69, Our Conference began 
at BcedtS. The Spirit of God rested upon us, and made 
us ofoae mind and judgment. 

In the latter end of July, 1770, T rode to London. 
Our Conference began August' the 7th. The Lord 
presided over us, and made-it a lime of love. I then 
set out for Birstol^ where I had laboured two years 
with great satisfaction, and I hope wdth some success. 

August 26, 1 took my leave of my dear Birstal friends, 
and rode with my wdfe to Bradforth in Yorkshire. We 
met with a loving reoeptioh. I laboured this year with 
much comfort I hope good was done. 

In the year 177 1, the Calvinists proclaimed open war 
against the Remonstrants. In August, several of them , 
met at our Conference in Brhiol^ but their strength 
iaileJ. They could do norhing. For truth is -great, 
and will prevail. ^ f ^ 

The two following years I 'laboured in Xewca^ile 
Circuit, among my dear friends and countrymen, w^hom 
I love for ihe Fruth’s sake. Great things'hath- the 
Lord done in that part of his vineyaid. 

. In the year 1774, I w'as appointed at the 7?mfo/Con- , 
ference for Lix^r pool Circuit. 1 took my leavcvof my 
dear Newcastle friends with much reluctancy, and set 
out with my wife for Lancashire ^ Sept, 26, we reached 
BoUon in the Nlooj's^ where w'e met wuth a friendly re- 
ception. We lodged with honest Gt?r>rge /A:. The‘ 
presence of the. Lord dwelt vvith ’ Us, 'and we-enjoyed 
great peace; .jr 1/ if; > ,, o ^ 

In the year 1775, I removed to Liverpool^ wdiereT^ 
spejnt a few months wdtH pleasure, and profit I found 
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mpch love botli to the place and people. They bore 

with my bodily weakness, and refreshed me in the 
JLord, 

* 77 ^> I Bolton^ and set out for £ondon. 
Yur Coiiference began the first Tuesday in August. The 
^out of a King was in the midst of us, and we praised 
Yod together for all that he had done. I spent a few - 
days in that great city ; preached the Word, visited a - 

tew dear Christian Friends, and then set out for Man- 
Chester. 

November 7, I set out once more for Ireland. The 
^ ^ reached 'Conway ; the 9th, Holy Head; the lotb, 

1 embarked, and after a dangerous passage, landed that 
evening in Dublin. I preached every evening at Wood- 
^ etiyetf to a large auditory. God blessed his word, and 
gave me success. I visited a few poor Backsliders, who 
were glad to see the face of an old Friend. May God 
restore them for Christ’s sake ! Monday the 24th, I 'em* 
barked for Fng/tind.— 25th, landed at the Head, and took 
the btage to Conway.— 26th, I came to Chester, and the 
28th to Manchester ; where my Wife and Friends received 

me with great joy. We praised God for trials and bles- 
■ sings. ■ ^ 

In the latter end of July, 1777, I set out fox Bristol, 
i visited the principal Societies in my way, and God 
gave me strength of body and p^ace of mind. Our 
Conference began the first Tuesday in August. We had 
a good season. Love to God and man crowned our 
meeting. I then rode to Memchester, and spent a few 
dap with my old Friends. 1 published the Word of 
balvation in Salford, on the Sabbath-day, to a large, con- 
• §^gm;ion. oome of our mistaken Churchmen presented 
the F-ire.Engine ; but their strength failed; they could 
00 nothing. This vain attempt seemed to be the last ' 

' ^ conquered Enemy. I then set out for Brad- 

^ m Yorkshire, where I spent an agreeable year with 
Mr. Bensm, and my dear Friends. 1 hope our weak la- 
*)our$ were made a‘ bless lag to many. 




In the year ITTS, our Conference l>egan *at LeedsyAhc 
first Tuesday in August. 1 was stationed another year, 
with Mr. Murlin and Johnsoiiy in Bradforpi Circuiu 
We laboured together in love. God was with us, and 
gave us success. 

In the year 1779, I was appointed at our‘Zo?2t^^?7^ Con- 
ference, for Circuit in Lancashire, 

August 25, I took my leave of our dear friends at 
J3rad)orihy and set out with my wife for Caine. I met 
w’ith many agreeable, ard some disagreeable things# 
^he grand Enemy had wounded many, who, I hope^ 
are now healed again. We had a severe winter, 
many crosses and trials, and many blessings. The 
Lord owned our weak labours, and gave us a little 
Success. The last time I visited the Classes in this 
WP ndded thlrtv-eiL^ht to ouf number, and 













Love. This I call Bible-Religion, genuine Christlanliy, 
and this Rdigion I call mine. 

TJiIs I desire to recommend to all men, hy preaching 
his Word in the pulpit, in the house, and in the way 
in season and out of season, according to my ability. 

Without this Religion, all names, notions, ani 
forms, among all Sect^ and Parties, arc but mere parade 
and idle shew.. Without Repentance, without Faith in 
the Blood of Christ,/wIthout holiness of heart and life, 
without love to God and man, all is nothing. Let all 
men consider this well, and pray for, and seek after this 
one thing needfa!, that they may be saved from sin 
in this life, and from hell in the great day of the Lord 
Jesus! 

January 5, 1780, I preached at Colne on old Christ- 
mas day, my birth day. What is Time ? — Dream of, 
a Dream, and Shadow of a Shaded’ — Lord help me to\ 
ernbrace the present moment. — 23, I met with a perfect 
hurricane at Bacup ; 1 was shut up with mountains of 
snow with a poor old wprnan/till the 27th, with little 
fire and small provisions ; but God was with us. The 
same day, X set out with Jc^me^ Daxmott and John Earn- 
ahaxDy over'the hills’ to Colne \ well In body, and in per- 
fect peace of mind,. Glory j . Amen ! 

April 2, I Vode ixovti] Prestonr to Bolton^ to meet Mr*. 
Weslejf. We ha 4 a good season : the Lord was with us 
of a txuth, ahdjgfeat was our joy. ( 

July 16,. I 'set but for Bristol^ visited the Societies in. 
my. way, preached the Word, /and was refreshed. Praise 
the Lord T * " / V / ‘ ' '• * 

Our Conference Began bn Tuesday Aug.T/ and con- 
cluded . the, gih. . Qurr Brethren . made me President in 
Mr. lVeslej/*s absthcQ. ^ A poor helpless Worm! Superin- 
tendant ! President ! — Grfeat v^ords ! I doubt we have nofe 
Grace to beaV them. "I visited the Brethren in my 
returh : I hope good was done ; great was my joy. 

This, year I had my comforts wiih^the Cross. I trusL 
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atme good was done ; I left the circuit in peace. God 
was glorified. 

August 1781, I left Colne and set out for Leed^\ 
where I was stationed this year with Mr. Mather and 
Mr. Benson ; I am not without fear I God give us suc- 
cess ! 

October 3 , 1 set out (tom Lteds to Newcastle^ upon-Tyne, 
and met my dear Friends with joy. This journey I trust, 
was^a blessing to many, and to my own Soul. 

January i, 1782, we renewed our Covenant, and God ' 
confirmed it ; his Power was present to, heal. I preached 
®n Isa. 55, 3. — The Lamb-Jehovah was with us, there- 
fore we did rejoice. 

Our Conference was at London this year# I did not 
attend. I had a kind invitation to the Metropolis, 
but I preferred a country Circuit. A minute was made 
this Conference concerning the settlement of Birstall 
House ; which I believe was not of God. This one evil 
step, brought on manj^ evils which are ^npt' removed to 
this day ; witness Dewsbury and North Shields — alas! 
alas ! What is Man I 

August 20, I left Leeds and set out Tor Birstall ; 
22, I preached before the old House, from Rev. 21. 6, 
where \ had preached 35 years ago, before there was any 
'Preaching House erected to contend for ! God give us 
humility, and deliver lis from the Spirit of the World ! 

December 23, at Hanging Heatqny I preached Sister 
Wilson^s funeral Sermon. I preached^ her husbands 14 
years before, and his daughters 13 months after ; they all 
died in the Lord, and left a good Testimony behind 
them. 

July TO, 1783, we had Thunder and Lightening, one 
tremendous clap after another, from ten o^clock till one 
in the morning, as if the Heavens and Earth had been in 
one flame. Who shall stand in the last great Day, when 
Worlds on Worlds shall pass away and be no mpre ! 

August 26, my Wife aod Nancy, set out in the midst 
of Thunder and Lightenfng for Newcastle-upon-Lyne. 
The Lord saved them and brought them to' their jpur- 




n^y’s end, in peace and safety. Praise the Lord ! — 27, I 
followed them, and reached Newcastle the 29th. This 
year I had many Blessings among my old Friends and: 
.Countrymen, in the land of my Nativity^ 

January i, 1784, in the evening we renewed our Co- 
venant, and began the new Year with great joy and hu- 
mility. I set out for Rothbwy and Abnvick, but was shut 
up at SaughJiouse with a violent storm of snow. All the 
roads were filled, no Post could travel ; therefore my 
dear Wife could have no tidings ; .all was dark. But my 
Lord provided a good Harbour for me ; I had a good ^ 
House and a loyiiig Friend, I had every thing neodful 
for Man and Horse. God is good ! — 24, I set out with 
a Friend for Mm'peth. — 2f, Came safe and well to Neiv'^ 
castle. My dear wife and Friends received me as one aliv^ 
from the Dead. Praise the Lord; O my Soul ! 

July 26, our Conference began with some Contentions 
We had war for many days on account of the Deed of 
Declaration. Alas ! for ‘this. . Dear Mr. Fletcher y by 
Prayer and his great Humility, gained his point at last. 
August 2, the War ended, ^,and we bad peace. Praise 
God and the Lamb for ever; . 



August 13, I reached Boltouy'. metnvith a kind recep- 
tion, and preached that evening. For some time I mer^ 
with a Cross,' but through faith in the blood of the Lamb 
I Overcame it. 

January 1/ 1785^ we met and renewed our Cove^ 

. nant. This year the work of the Lord prospered, many 
Souls were added to the Church, and Satan's kingdom 
fell; great was our rejoicing in the Lord. — July 12^. 
I set out (ov Lcjidoiiy visited Stockport^ Buxton^ Derby^ 
i &t. &c. — 20, by thehandof a kind unerring Providence, 

came to Zwzdo/z in good spirits. Bless God ! We had 
1 great unity and peace. — Aug. 3, our Conference con^- 

eluded ; Mr. Pawson^ Mr. and J. Taylor^ were or- 

dained and sent to Scotland. This was a new thing. 
I was the first Methodist Preacher that visited North 
' Britain. The Gospel was then well received, and 
good^as^ done. — 5, I left London^ visiled the. Brethren, 
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preached the word, and' the 10th came to Bolton in 
peace. 

January 1, 1786, we renewed our Covenant, and 
God renewed our strength. Many were filled with 
love, peace and power. . 

July 12, I left Bolton and set out for Bristol. — 21, I 
preached from Matt. 10, 7. before the Conference. 
My great Master was with me : I found liberty to preach 
the Kingdom. — The Conference began on^ the 25th, 
and concluded Aug. 9. 1 was first appointed for A/an- 

cAesfer, but through the influence of some mistaken 
Brethren, I was sent to Liverpool. My friends gained 
nothing by thjs change, but I gained much. The 
Lord is wiser, than Man. I left Bristol Ang. 2, and on 
the 9th reached Bolton. I preached the word at several 
"places by the way, and the power of the Lord was 
present to heal. 

Aug. 14, I set out for Liverpool . — I had a good 
time in this circuit t my friends were very kind, and 
the Lord blessed the' word, and gave me success.. 
Bless the Lamb-Jehovah for ever. — 30, Mr. Zee, 
who succeeded me at Bolton, died in peace, and 
entered into his rest. 

October 3, I preached his Funeral Sermon, on 1 Cor. 
15, 56, to a large Congregation j it was a solemn time 
indeed. I knew the man welt, and his conversation. 
I laboured with him in several circuits in England and 
Scotland. He was a good Preacher, and a pious Man. 
Our Conference began the last Tuesday in July. We- 
had great peace and unity, and our love abounded to 
God, and allmankind. 

Augusts, 1787, I returned to BpUon. again. Some 
few began'to think I came too often round, and were 
not well pleased ; but my precious Lord and Saviour,^ 
owned his poor Servant more and more j stopped e.very 
mouth, and made many hearts rejoice. Hallelujah. 

/ January 5, 1788, (old Christmas day,) 1 entered 
into the 66th year of ray age. A moment, a moment ^ 

January 1, 1790, I preached from 2 Cor. 9. 15,. 
He is all ia Heaven and on Earth, 
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Our Conference began this year at Bristol, 26, 
and concluded Aug. 4; I did not attend. I have now 
preached and travelled over England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, about 47 years ; yet I merit nothing ; I ani saved 
through Juith in the blood of the Lamb. To the precious 
Lamb.-Jehovah, be ail the glory ! It now appears to 
nie, I- shall keep a regular circuit no longer, but go 
where my good Lord and Master directs. Lord give 
peace and success. I spent the remaining part of this 
year in Liter-pool, Colne, Burnley, Paddiham, Blackburn, 
.and Prestmi. I hope I may say with humility, good 
was^ done, and I found a blessing as a present reward. 
Praise ! Praise I Amen 1 

The Rev. Mr. Jolm Wesley, died March 2, 1791 ; 

• aged This great man is now gone to receive his 
reward, and his works will follow him ; though he be 
dead, he yet speaketh. He was a singular character. 
March 30, I preached his Funeral Serrhon on John 
19. 30.,' It is finished. When I began to sing, 
a remarkable incident happened : — A plain, simple 
roan heard something crack, and immediately cried 
out, “ the Gallery is coming down.” This awful 
cry struck the whole Congregation with a panic, 
^IJ was in coiifusion. The people came down 
stairs one over another ■, some came over the Gal- 
lery, others through the Windows ; but the com- 
motion was soon over, all was still as night, and I 
began and finished my Sermon with quietness. It wUs 
a good season, there were many meltine hearts. 
Hallelujah ! ® 

This year I visited our friends in York.shire ; and I 
have reason to believe the L6rd was with me, and good 
was done. Our Conference began &l Manchester, Jaly 27, 
and ended August 8 j above 200 Preachers attended. 
Our new mode of Government was settled with great 
unanimity. For such a body of men to agree in one, 
we must say, is the Lord’s doings, and marvellous in 
Gureyes. 

January 1, 1792, February, March, and April, I 

laboured at and near Boltcu t the rest of the y ©ir I made: 





little excursions to the neighbouring circuits; rnet 

with some trials, but many comforts. J 

quality ; the good word was b essed, Churches 

edified, and God our Saviour glorified. Praise . 

Tanuary 1, 1793, In the spring I ^ft 
visited Yorkshire and other places. The hand ofi the 
Lord was with me, and his Power was made manifest. 
Sinners were apprized of their danger, and Sain s 

built up in their most holy faith. Glory - Amen . 

January'!, 1794, I can now do but little, I grow 
feeble, but the Lord Jehovah is my strength, my glorious 
fort-Royul, and my Portion. Thou art my all, my 
Theme, my- Inspiration, and my Crozvn 1 Keep me and , 

^ave me to the end. Amen. ui.. 

Tanuary I, 1795, I am spared and able to do 

little, I have still one mite to cast into his Treasury. 
He has made me a wonder to myself. I have now been . 
about- 52 years in my good Lords service , 
kept me by his mighty power, and I trust in his infinite 
Lrcy, he'will keep me to the end. I have seen won- 
d^rs night and day, by land and sea. Jesus is my 
foundatfon, way, and end.. 1 have now entered into • 
the 73d year of my age. O what a Dvvarf . I ^now- 

little; I have donediule ; I have suffered little. Lord 

forgive my sins, my virtues too, through blood Divine 
January 1, 1796, through infinite inercy I am still 
spared to do a little for my dear Lord and Master. I 
visited - Yorkshire this year, and made many other ex- 
cuisions. I saw the. unerring hand of a kind Provi- 
dence, in all ray ways. Praise! Praise . Amen. 

January 1, 1797,' through mercy Lara, still preach- 
ing ; my heart is rtill in his Work. My sou thirsts for = 
. thi prosperity of Sion. -O may our God hasten the. 
accomplishment.of his great and precious promises, and 
the glory of the latter days ! . r j «r«rl at 

Tulv 27, I attended our Conference at Leeds, and a 
the desire of my Brethren preached. I hope the word 
. did not fall to the ground. This year has been a year . 
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January 1, 1798, ray God h good^ my God is /otr, 
,my. God is a//, and all things to, we, to me a worm, no~ 
tilings vile and hone / I am lost in wonder, love and 
'praise ! My Jesus is above all praise. Angels are 
silent on this subject 1 ’ . 

January !, 1799, we began this year with the sound 
of the jubilee trumpet. We had a good season, the 
word did run, and was glorified. 

July ^28, I attended the Conference at Muncheater^ 
preached, and rejoiced to see my Brethreti ; it was a 
time of love. I then set out for Liverpool’, pleached 
in all the Chapels to large Congregations, and 1 have 
reason to believe, God did own his own word. Precious 
Lamb ! Precious Jehovah ! 

January 1, 1800, we began this year with prayer 
and praise. February, March, April and May, 
.preached at . and. about Bolton. In August I visited 
Liverpool, preached in all their Chapels to large auditor 
ries : my Lord and Master gave me a. blessing, a present 
reward, and I returned again to Mtm in peace. Praise! 
Praise 1 ■ 

January 1, l&Ol, we ended the old year with 
Prayer,-.and began, the new year with Praises. — 29* I 
preached on Psal. 119. 77. “ Let thy tender mercies 

come unto me, that I may live.” I am dead, let thy 
mercy come unto me, shew meTavour and I shall live, 
live to thy glory here, and live with thee in glory fox 
ever ! i . 




Mr. Hopper continued to malce some brief remarks (in- 
terning his preaching, till September 1 4th, from which 
time he wrote no more in his diary ; but as there appears 
nothing very interesting or important I‘ have omitted 
'them.. 

The following hints respecting the close of his. valu- 
able life, I received from Mrs. Hopper, his Niece, and 
his faithful fiiend George Eskricls.- 
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About sixteen years ago, Mr. Hopper erected' a, 
house adjoining the Chapel at Bolton-le-Moors, where 
from that time Mrs,. Hopper and his family resided. 
Mr. Hopper continued his Itinerant labours^ in the 
neighbouring circuits till the Conference 1790; when, 
finding the infirmities of old age increasing, and being 
no longer capable of ♦♦ doing the work, ol-ao evange- 
list^” he des4sted» and from that period his labours 
were principally confined to Bolton ; though he gene- 
rally paid ah annual visit to his friends in Yorkshire, 

and the adjacent circuits. • . r . • 

: Thus he continued do spend the remainder of his 

strength, in that blessed work, in which he bad given 
indubitable proof, '^that his whole heart had been for 

many years engaged., ^ 

He preached very frequently in Bolton ; -and nrs dis- 
courses’ were generally such as afforded pleasure, 
insfrifritioB, and profit to his hearers--a divine, innuence 
T/vasmatMfestly in them, and they were often acedin- 
panied with the Holy Ghost sent down' from 

heaven. - , , v.. ,* 

His last sermon, preached about a week betore hrs. 

confinement, from John xvl. kxxiii. “ In the worl 
ye shall have tribulatioB : hut be of good cheer ; 1 

have overcome the world;” was attended a 

peculiar blessing to many, and it was observed that 
he seemed to preach-vvitb an uncommon degree of 

‘energy and power. • . v ^ ^ 

In the beginning of Deceniber 1801, while cutting 
a loaf of bread, his arm suddenl^r fell, and it was sup- 
posed that he bad dislocated his shoulder. His pain 
was very excruciating, and from that time, he was 
confined to the house, and his health gradually dechn- 
ed. He had also another complaiilt of a very painful 
•nature, supposed to have been the effects of his inces- 
sant labours and sufferings, in the early part o is 
ministerial life. This, in conjunction with the violent 
pain in his arm and shoulder, caused hini to consume 
away like a garment fretted by the moth, and he was 
for soni« before his death reduced almost to a 
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skeleton. In the beginning of February he was confined 
to bis room, and soon after to his bed. His pains and 
sufferings were very severe, but he bore them with 
invincible patience and Christian fortitude. He 
would sometimes feelingly exclaim, “Lord Jesus,pity a 
poor sufferer;” but would instantly say, “It is all right — 
It Is allright — It will soon be over — His will be done.’^ 
The enemy of his soul was never permitted in the least 
to disturb him — nor once to approach his dwelling : 
So that it appeared, as he himself said to me, he had 
quitted . (he field. His old faithful friend George 
Eskrick^ sat up with him every other night, and some- 
times two nights together, and was a witness of his 
extreme sutFerings, and his holy resignation to. the will 
of his heavenly Father. 

The last day or two, he lay quite composed; he 
spoke very little, but was frequently engaged in earn- 
est, fervent prayer — often saying, “ Come Lord Jesus,' 
eome quickly.^’ He was sooii answered to the full 
and everlasting joy of his soul: and on Friday evening 
March 5th 1802, about 7 o’clock, did this venerable 
Saint, and eminent Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
enter into his Master’s Joy. 

He had given particular directions concerning hts 
funeral, and agreeable to his own request, his remains 
were deposited in a new vault, on a spot of ground 
he himself had pointed out when in perfect health, in 
the 'New Church Yard in Bolton. His funeral was 
attended by many hondreds of his friends, and the in- 
habitants of the Towm, and its vicinity— and his body 
wa^ committed to the earth, “ in sure and certain 
hope of a glorious and triurnphant resurrection to e- 
ternal life, ibrough our Lord and Saviour Tesift 
Christ.” 

From the preceeding Memoir it appears that Mr. 
Hopper was a steady follower of Christ for upwards of 
years, and a faithful Preacher of the Gospel for 
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I do not mean to insinuate that he was without his 
failings, if he had, he had ceased to be mm ; but I 
never heard that a single charge of immorality was 
ever preferred against him : throughout the whole of, his 
Christian course, he preserved an uniform conduct and 
character. * 

He was a plain man, of good understanding, of some 
learning, and sound judgment — deeply experienced in 
the wiles of Satan, and the dealings of God with the 
souls of men— a Scribe well instructed in the things of 
the kingdom' — a workman who needed not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. 

His talents for the Ministry were very considerable; 
but he was, altogether an original, and his matter and 
method were peculiar to himself. He was a Boanerges^ a 
son of thunder’’ to the careless sinner, whom he 
frequently made tO/tremble, while he forcibly preached 
the terrors of the Lord, and warned him to flee from the 
zvrath to come. To him also the Lord had given the 
tongue of the learned, and he knew well how to speak 
a word in season to him that was weary : ” He was a 
son of consolation” to the mourners in Zion.” 
To these he * proclaimed the Saviour of the world — the 
Lamb- Jehovah [as he used to term him] as the only 
foundation of their hope and confidence, for pardon, 
holiness and heaven. To the humble, faithful believer, 
he preached the JLoj d t^at b ought him, as made of God unto 
him wisdom and righteousness, sanctificationxLnd redemption : 
at the same time he affirmed constantly, that they 
who had believed in God, should be careful to maintain 
good works.” Thus did this man of God, for upwards 
of half a century, warn every man, mid teach every man 
,iu all wdidom, that he might present every man perfect in 
^ Christ Jesus. 

"H ^ Few men that ha \re. appeared on the public Theatre of 
/■ ' 'the world for so many years, have preserved a more un- 
blemished character, conducted themselves with greater 
propriety, or been more justly or generally, beloved 
and respected. 
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His hboUiS for a series of years, were Very, extensive 
and successful. He foriued some of (he first Societies 
in the NoVth of England, visited Ireland several limes, 
•was the first Methodist Preacher who went into North 
Britain ; ‘ and 'travelled through a great number of the 
Circuits, in' this kingdom, with honour to himself and 
profit to the people. He now rests from his labours^ 
and his works will follow him. 
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I do not mean to insinuate that he was without his 
failings, if he had, he had ceased to be mm ; but I 
never heard that a single charge of immorality was 
ever preferred against him : throughout the whole of, his 
Christian course, he preserved an uniform conduct and 
character. * 

He was a plain man, of good understanding, of some 
learning, and sound 'judgment — deeply experienced in 
the wiles of Satan, and the dealings of God with the 
souls of men— a Scribe well instructed in the things of 
the kingdom — a workman who needed not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. 

His talents for the Ministry were very considerable ; 
but he was, altogether an original^ and his viatter zwA 
method were peculiar to himself. He was a Bocuierges, a 
son of thunder’’ to the careless sinner, whom he 
frequently made to, tremble, while he forcibly preached 
the te?'rors of the Lord^ and warned him to flee from the 
zvrath to come. To him also the Lord had given the 
tongue of the learned, and he knew well how to speak 
a w’ord in season to him that was weary : ” He was a 
son of consolation” to the mourners in Zion.” 
To these he * proclaimed the Saviour of the world — the 
Lamb- Jehovah [as be used to term him] as the only 
foundation of their hope and confidence, * for pardon, 
holiness and heaven. To the humble, faithful believer, 
be preached the Lord t^at b ought kim^ as made of God unto 
him wisdom and righteousness, sanctifivationxLnd redemption : 
at the same time he affirmed constantly, that they 
who had believed in God, should be careful to maintain 
good works.” Thus did this man of God, for upwards 
of half a century, warn every man^ and teach every man 
,zn all mMomy that he might present every man perfect in 
. Christ Jesus, 

H ^ Few men that have. appeared on the public Theatre of 
■ : for so many years, have preserved a more un- 

blemished character, conducted themselves with greater 
. propriety, or been more justly or generally, beloved 
and respected. 
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The subsequent letter was w'rtten;* I be- 
lieve, to the late Rev. George Whii^etd, and 
'as it contains a particular account bf the 
. experience . of the late Mrs<. 
i(see page 29) and' was never before pub- 
lished, I thought it worthy a place in this 
Memoir. ' ' " 

Newcdsth^upon^Tyne^ Aug. 25, 1755» 
My very dear Brother, 

So true is the maxim of St. Augustine, It is im- 
possible tp lose any thing without sorrow, ^but what 
we possess without passion.*’ We believe there are 
few persons free from an infinite number of these en- 
gagements, though indeed, we may be ignorant of 
them, ’till an actual separation discovers what they 
are, and when the precious soul is separated froru 
them, it has then a sense of the privation proportion* 
able to its union with them. All transitory things are 
but shadows, and the most beautiful flowers soon fade 
away. We commonly say afflictions are blessings in 
disguise, and may we not presume to say with the 
same propriety, that human comforts are afflictions in 
disguise, more especially, if they ingross any part of 
the heart which belongs to our heavenly Father i 
therefore, we ought to enjoy all things ia Qod and 
‘for his glory, who is the centre piP all. perfection, the 
fountain of all true happiness, arid the one chief good. 

Mu^t I now exhibit a Christian Tragedy ? I will 
then tell you, my dear friend, I have been very happy 
for ten years, three months, and six days, with an 
agreeable companion, a constant friend, and a most 
dear, loving, afirctionate wife. But now alas J alas! 
i look back, and behold it is a dream. 

Friday, ihe"l5lb of August 1755, my dear and 
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naofit tw4ng wife, (ook a violent nervous fever, at ttie 
iiagg, in Darwent Water, the place of her nativity • 
and on the 25th, died in perfect peace, in the glorious 
arms of her dear Redeemer. On the 27 th, her Funeral 
Sermon was preached at the same place, to a large 
^ auditory, who- came from every quarter, and-, thatr 
evening she was interred in Byton church, amongst the 
dry bones of her dear ancestors ; where her body shall 
sweetly rest, ’till the morning ©f the general resurreof 
lion. But perhaps it may be more agreeable to you 
still, if I give you a more particular account of God’s‘ 
gracious dealings with her in her sickness ; more es- 
|)ecially, in the solemn article of death. In the be- 
ginning of her illness, Satan endeavoured by his infer- 
nal insinuations, to make her give up her shield, and 
cast away her confidence, by suggesting, “ You are 
built upon the sand, you have laid a wrong foundation 
^1 you have to trust in, after 12 year’s progress in the 
Christian Religion, are only false imaginations, a 
teigned castle in the air, or a mere chimera in your 
head, therefore you must lie down in sorrow, and be 
miserably disappointed in the end.” 

When this violent storm came upon her so near the 
haven, she immediately fled to the Throne of Grace 
the Rock of Israel ; for it was now high time tocast an- 
chor on tba* sure bottom, to examine her faith, and 
the ground of her eternal hopes. She therefore en- 
treated the almighty God of Jacob, to discover her 
real state, that she might see, and know, whether her 
condition was so melancholy in reality, or whether it 
was only a flood of temptations, or tW voice of the 

sooner supplicated the Friend 
of Sinners, but the cloud brc*:e, and the glorious Son 
of righteousness began to shine, the old subtle tempter 

fled, and God filled her with joy, and peace in be- 
lieving. 

. After she had spoken a few words to me concerning 
some temporal affairs, she gave up this world, her 
ear .friends and relations, and the dearest part of 

E 2 






r . 



herself cheerfully. She patiently endured all her af- 
flictions, and drank the bitter cup without complain- 
ing, nay, not so much as desiring the. least abatement 
of her pain, or mitigation of her trouble. Her only 
request was for patience and resignation to bear and 
suffer all her heavenly Father’s will, bhe expres- 
sed her firm trust and confidence in the Lord several 
times, without fear or doubt, as msdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification and redemption, as long as she could 
speak, and after that useful organ was silent, she ma- 
-nifested her inward joy, and the peace she fell by bet 
patience and heavenly looks. During this time I prayed 
with her twice, and was enabled in confidence, to com- 
mit her body to the earth from whence it came, and 
her precious soul to the dear redeemer, who boughHt 
with his most piecioHs blood. Near the time of hpr 
happy depaiture, I took her in my arms, and said, 
farewell farewell farewell ihy dear wife and most 
loving companion! ' The Lord receive thy spirit ! 
When death, that long-desired, and long-expected 
friend, was executing his last office, and drawing the 
last pin of the poor earthly tabernacle, she looked up 
and gave. me a parting smile, and then ^d 

sweetly fell asleep in the arms of Christ without a 

. what .ball T sa, ? 1 soon .halt 

close my weary eyes in peace, and stretch comped 
upon my dusty bed. Ch ! death, thy quiet and refresh- 
ing shade shall yield a long, an umnolested rest, ft^om 
alfour fruitless toil and vanity below the sun. May 

we love the dear' Redeemer, and may we live in him 

and die in him, is the sincere pray er-of your affectumate 
■ Brother and afflicted Frietnd, 'L. ti. 

\ 

Mr. Whitcfield’s Msxver. 

, Mancl^ester, Aug. 29, 17^. 

Mv Dear Frip.ni> and Brother, 

This day at noon I heard and felt your mournful, 
joyful account of the triumphant departure of your 
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dear, dear yokefellow; Surely thought I, affliction 
makes one eloquent. Surely thought I, I love and • 
sympathize with the dear afflicted writer from the 
very bottom of my heart. This hath constrained me 
to pray for you, and being just come from my God, 
the same love constrains me to write you these few 
lines. Courage, my dear man, Courage! Wish her 
not down; yonder she is, encircled in the arms of 
our Jesus 1 We shall go to Her, but She will not re- 
turn to us. Oh for patience to wait! I am sick of this 
world, I am sick of time, I am sick of all poor transitory 
things. I long, 1 long to be in a happy eternity. 
Oh mat we may be found doing our Master’s will, and 
humbly wailing at His bleeding feet! Indeed I feel, 

I Teel I love you, and could now freely weep- over 
you. Oh to sit loose to all created objects ! alas! alas! 
How soon may our Isaac’s be called for, alld our 
beloved friends cut off with a stroke? what should 
we do',had we not an .unchangeable Jesus, to go to ? Into 
His dear and everlasting arms I most humbly commit 
you; my heart is full, I could write macb, but am called 
away. Adieu! the Lord be with ypu and yours, and 
all! We have had golden seasons abroad, and sweet 
invitations at home. Help me to cry grace ! grace! 
and acceptof this as a tdken of-unfeigned, sympathizing.; 
’love, from yours most affectionately, in our common 
Lord, Gr. W. 



■From the Rev. John Wesley ^ on the same sulyeet, 

St. Ive^ September 12th. 1755- 
My Dear Brother, 

The Lord gave and thc Lord hath taken away, and 
^wise arc all his ways! The great -point is, to understand 
the design of His gracious wisdom, and to answer and 
fulfill that design. One thing is certain, he calls yon 
to a more full and absolute dedication -of your soul and 
body to Him. He calls-you to converse wifh Him more 
in prayer and meditation. In the former we more direct- 
*<dly speak to God : In the latter, He speaks ^ us* 
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. •Bristol^ October Sth; 'l'?55. 



^ ^I^ere - is ^ometliing of an <^enoess . and frahknes‘s ! 

whi^h I love. But that very sati\e temper 
tviH ^bmetimes expose y Oil' fd ineonrerfienccs^ unless you 
always^ hatre an eye to Godj that, he may giv'e.you stea» . 
d^s ahd resolurion.;.;^q. keep your heart with all\ 
dilig^p^e^ and do not take 6n6 step^^wi^oxxt first 

best Friends* You have ope^usin^ss on earth, 
torsuvt souls. Give yodii^sejrwhGdly to this* Fulfill 
tfie work of ^ PreacMr, andr of an Assist^t^ as you 




edge of this worlds .i^dy wU> g; v4|^ g yout. 

9^th, yqat and heart in iHaim v 
‘ r-^ni your affectionate iltiend'*and Brotner» 

_ J. w. 
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